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10 GOLDEN RULESfor NGO partnership

This paper outlinestherulesthat will ensur e effective stakeholder participation
in steering and monitoring committees established under EU funding policies.

According to the new Regulations on Regional ancgRDevelopment Policy, the objectives of EU funds
should be pursued in co-operation between the Cesiom, national authorities, social and economic
partnersand any other appropriate bodies “representing ciwkgety, environmental partners, non-
governmental organisations, and bodies respongdsleromoting equality between men and women”. In
practice, partnership varies in the different MemBéates. Nevertheless, we propose that Memb&zsSta
adopt the following minimum standards in order torpote NGO involvement that fulfils the purposthef
partnership principle:

1) Giveall partnersequal status and voting rights

2) Provide all partnerswith the sameinfor mation and the same documents at the same time and
ensur e their accessto all documents relevant to the committee wor k

3) Ensurethat information and r elevant documents to be discussed by the committee arereceived by
partnersat least 2 weeksin advance of the meeting

4) Establish transparent feed-back mechanisms for comments and input given in the committees

5) Involve all partnersin the development of project selection criteria and in the process of proj ect
appraisal and selection

6) Ensurethat the minutes of all committee meetings are publicly available, at latest 2 weeks after the
meeting

7) Offer all committee memberstraining and capacity building to ensure high-quality participation
8) Cover direct costs of travel, over night accommodation and copying for NGO committee members
9) Useatransparent selection process for the appointment of NGO committee members

10) Offer at least one place for an environmental NGO partner in all ERDF, EAFRD and Cohesion
Fund committees (not only for the OP environment)

For further information please contact: http://www.coalition-on-eufunds.org/
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