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Structural Funds: General Regulation and ERDF

Opinions by Mr Buzek

Exchange of views in the Environment Committee, Tuesday 15 March
The coalition of environmental NGOs – BirdLife International, CEE Bankwatch, CEEWEB, Friends of the Earth Europe Milieukontakt Oost-Europa and WWF – welcome the European Commission’s regulatory proposals for European Cohesion Policy, in particular the:

· emphasis on the sustainable development of the Community and the Gothenburg agenda,

· inclusion of environmental protection and improvement measures under the European Regional Development Fund, and

· strengthened Partnership Principle involving environmental partners.

However, we believe that the Parliament and Council must strengthen these Regulations or risk failing to ensure that the Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund deliver the objectives of the EU Sustainable Development Strategy. 

Environmental NGOs’ top four recommendations:

There are four key areas where we believe that the draft General Regulation and the ERDF should be stronger:

1. The Commission must be able to suspend payments where environmental law is breached or where serious concern is raised about the environmental impacts of a project.

2. Member States must show how they intend to finance the needs of the environment, in particular, supporting the Natura 2000 network, implementing the Water Framework Directive and achieving Kyoto targets, as a condition for the Commission’s approval of national strategic reference frameworks and operational programmes for structural funding.

3. Environmental NGOs must be recognised as equal partners to their social and economic colleagues, and enabled to participate fully through training, capacity building and coverage of direct costs.

4. The Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund must be evaluated for their contribution to the EU Sustainable Development Strategy, and positive actions must be acknowledged and rewarded through the Community Performance Reserve.

	Our organisations welcome all the recommendations contained in Mr Buzek’s Opinions which significantly improve the Commission’s proposals for the General Regulation and ERDF from a sustainable development point-of-view. We urge MEPs on the Environment Committee to support these Opinions and to take forward these recommendations with the Regional Development Committee.



For further information, please contact:

Rachel Lee, BirdLife International Task Force coordinator: Rachel.Lee@rspb.org.uk or +44 1767 680551 

Victoria Phillips, RSPB: Victoria.Phillips@rspb.org.uk ,  +44 7803 151132; 

Stefanie Lang, WWF: slang@wwfepo.org, +32 2 7438800; 

Martin Konečný, FoEE/Bankwatch EU Funds Project Coordinator: Martin.Konecny@foeeurope.org, +32 2 5420185
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