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Cohesion Policy Regulations - Draft Reports by Messrs. Hatzidakis, Andria and Fava 

Recommendations on the tabled amendments 

Coalition for Sustainable EU Funds www.coalition-on-eufunds.org
The NGO Coalition for Sustainable EU Funds – WWF, BirdLife International, Friends of the Earth Europe, CEE Bankwatch, Milieukontakt Oost-Europa and CEEWEB – welcomes the European Commission’s regulatory proposals for European Cohesion Policy, in particular the:

· emphasis on the Gothenburg sustainable development agenda

· strengthened Partnership Principle involving environmental and non-governmental partners

· inclusion of environmental protection and improvement measures under the European Regional Development Fund, and

· introduction of a third priority for sustainable transport and energy under the Cohesion Fund and elimination of a minimum project size requirement

Environmental NGOs have the following four priority recommendations for this reform of the Cohesion Policy:

	1. The Commission must be able to suspend payments where environmental law is breached or where serious concern is raised about the environmental impacts of a project.

2. Member States must show how they intend to finance the needs of the environment, in particular, supporting the Natura 2000 network, implementing the Water Framework Directive and achieving Kyoto targets, as a condition for the Commission’s approval of national strategic reference frameworks and operational programmes for structural funding.

3. Environmental NGOs must be recognised as equal partners to their social and economic colleagues, and enabled to participate fully through training, capacity building and coverage of direct costs.

4. The Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund must be evaluated for their contribution to the EU Sustainable Development Strategy, and positive actions must be acknowledged and rewarded through the Community Performance Reserve.




General Regulation - report by Mr. Hatzidakis

We strongly urge the Regional Development Committee to support Mr. Hatzidakis' recommendation no. 4, which rejects any weakening of the Partnership Principle and calls for the maintenance of the list of appropriate bodies including environmental NGOs, and no. 14, which calls for the retention of the Community Performance Reserve with fairer criteria.   
	NGOs welcome amendments to Mr Hatzidakis’ report reflecting the four recommendations above.

Please support: 1, 63, 71, 76, 88, 95, 106, 107, 116, 123, 130, 173, 175, 214, 234
Please reject: 168, 169, 171




ERDF Regulation - report by Mr. Fava

We welcome all the amendments contained in Mr Fava’s report, which significantly improve the Commission’s proposal for the ERDF regulation. 

	Please support: 2, 5, 9, 13, 15, 18, 32, 35, 36, 61, 92, 105, 164, 171,174, 189, 207, 242, 251, 266, 272, 274, 276, 288, 295, 299

Please reject:  176, 180, 217



Cohesion Fund Regulation - report by Mr. Andria

We welcome the report by Mr. Andria, which improves the Commission's proposal for the Cohesion Fund regulation. 

	Please support: 4, 8, 10, 11, 20, 21, 23, 29, 31, 32, 34, 36, 38

Please reject: 5, 9, 12, 22



For further information, please contact:

Rachel Lee, BirdLife International Task Force coordinator: Rachel.Lee@rspb.org.uk or +44 1767 680551 

Victoria Phillips, RSPB: Victoria.Phillips@rspb.org.uk ,  +44 7803 151132; 

Stefanie Lang, WWF: slang@wwfepo.org, +32 2 7438800; 

Martin Konečný, FoEE/Bankwatch EU Funds Project Coordinator: Martin.Konecny@foeeurope.org, +32 2 5420185
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