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Kyoto goals, energy policy and Cohesion Policy 

Climate change is one of the greatest environmental threats faced by Society today.  In order to limit future damage, governments and industry must promote energy efficiency and renewable energy.  This is essential to ensure the achievement of the Kyoto protocol and the EU’s long-term climate policy goals.  Therefore, the coalition of environmental NGOs welcomes the regulatory proposals’: 

· promotion of energy efficiency and renewable energy production under the European Regional Development Fund and the Cohesion Fund, and

· emphasis on innovation and technological development, as applied to the energy sector.

Focusing on renewable energy not only helps to reduce carbon dioxide and methane emissions it also creates new jobs, for example, the production of bio-fuels in rural areas.  Energy efficiency measure and renewable energy also support energy security by decreasing dependence on imported oil.

	Environmental NGOs’ top 3 recommendations:

We are happy with the draft regulations, but we call on Member State Governments to implement these measures through: 

1. the continuous replacement of fossil fuels and nuclear power with renewable energy, and co-generated heat and power, 

2. a drastic increase of energy efficiency in all sectors from refrigerators over cars and thermal insulation to industrial motor drives and district heating, and

3. by introducing a bridging strategy to replace coal and oil with natural gas.
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