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Co-financing the Natura 2000 network and Cohesion Policy

The Natura 2000 network is designed to protect the Europe’s most valuable wildlife areas.  Covering approximately 15% of EU territory, it holds the key to delivering the EU Sustainable Development Strategy target of halting biodiversity loss by 2010.  Therefore, the coalition of environmental NGOs welcomes the proposal that the European Regional Development Fund should be used to:

· promote biodiversity and nature protection (ERDF, Convergence objective), and

· invest in biodiversity and Natura 2000 infrastructure (ERDF, Regional Competitiveness objective).

However, there is a general consensus – amongst decision-makers, experts and environmental NGOs – that a more strategic approach to financing Natura 2000 is needed, delivering significantly more funds.  The Commission estimates that Natura 2000 financing will cost at least €6.1 billion per year.

	Environmental NGOs’ top 4 recommendations:

There are four key areas where the draft regulations must be amended to ensure that EU Cohesion Policy finances relevant aspects of the Natura 2000 network:

1. Member States must show how they intend to finance the needs of the Natura 2000 network, as a condition for the approval of their national strategic reference frameworks and operational programmes.
2. The purpose of the implementing regulations (ERDF, ESF and Cohesion Fund) must be amended to ensure full implementation of EU environmental legislation, which includes the proper protection and management of the Natura 2000 network. This is the recommendation of the Commission’s expert Working Group on Natura 2000 financing.

3. In the ERDF regulation there must be clear reference to Natura 2000 under the Convergence objective, and the removal of the linkage between Natura 2000 investment and economic sustainability under the Regional Competitiveness objective.

4. The ESF regulation must be amended to enable on-site training in the environment and biodiversity sector - which would help to support the ongoing management of the Natura 2000 network.



Supporting the Natura 2000 network

EU environmental NGOs suggested amendments to the draft regulations for the Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund:

1.  Member States must show how they intend to finance the needs of the Natura 2000 network, as a condition for the approval of their national strategic reference frameworks and operational programmes.
Amendments to the general regulation:
Community strategic guidelines: content

New Article 23 paragraph  “These guidelines are established taking into account the requirement for Member States to show how they intend to finance the needs of the environment, including relevant aspects of Natura 2000, the Water Framework Directive and the achievement of Kyoto targets from the Structural Funds, the European Agriculture Fund for Rural Development, the European Fund for Fisheries or from own resources.”

National strategic reference frameworks: content

New 25.3 (b)  “Natura 2000, Water Framework Directive and Kyoto priorities, with respect to actions envisaged under the European Agriculture Fund for Rural Development, the European Fund for Fisheries or financed from own resources.” 

Preparation and adoption of national strategic reference frameworks

New 26.3 (c)  “Natura 2000, Water Framework Directive and Kyoto priorities, with respect to actions envisaged under the European Agriculture Fund for Rural Development, the European Fund for Fisheries or financed from own resources”

2.  The purpose of the implementing regulations (ERDF, ESF and Cohesion Fund) must be amended to ensure full implementation of EU environmental legislation, which includes the proper management of the Natura 2000 network. This is the recommendation of the Commission’s expert Working Group on Natura 2000 financing.
Amendment to the ERDF regulation

Purpose

2 paragraph 2  “In so doing, the ERDF shall give effect to the priorities of the Community, and in particular the need to strengthen competitiveness and innovation, to create sustainable jobs, and to [delete: promote] achieve environmental improvements through the implementation of EU environmental legislation, including the proper management of the Natura 2000 network and the Water Framework Directive.”

Amendment to the European Social Fund regulation

Mission

2.2  “In carrying out the tasks referred to in paragraph 1, the ESF shall support the priorities of the Community as regards the need to reinforce social cohesion, strengthen competitiveness and [delete: promote] achieve environmentally sound economic growth. In particular, it shall take into account the objectives of the Community in the fields of social inclusion, education and training [delete: and] equality between women and men, and to achieve environmental improvements through the implementation of EU environmental legislation, including the Water Framework Directive and the proper management of the Natura 2000 network”.
Amendments to the Cohesion Fund
Creation and purpose of the Cohesion Fund

1.2  “The Fund shall contribute to the financing of programmes, which support the objectives set out in the Treaty, the European Sustainable Strategy and achieve environmental improvements through the implementation of EU environmental legislation, including the Water Framework Directive and the proper management of the Natura 2000 network.”
3.  In the ERDF regulation there must be clear reference to Natura 2000 under the Convergence objective, and the removal of the linkage between Natura 2000 investment and economic sustainability under the Regional Competitiveness objective.

Amendments to the ERDF regulation

Convergence objective

4.3  “Environment, including investments connected with waste management, water [delete: supplies] management and quality fully in line with the WFD, urban waste-water treatment and air quality, integrated pollution prevention and control, remediation and rehabilitation of contaminated [delete: sites and] land, promotion of Natura 2000, improvements to biodiversity and nature protection, sustainable use of natural resources, aid to SMEs to promote sustainable production patterns through the introduction of [delete: cost effective] environmental management systems and the adoption and use of pollution-prevention technologies.”
Competitiveness and employment objective

New 5.2 (b)  “promoting the development of infrastructure linked to the implementation of the Water Framework Directive, biodiversity and Natura 2000 management contributing to the sustainable [delete: economic] development and diversification of rural areas.”

4.  The ESF regulation must be amended to enable on-site training in the environment and biodiversity sector - which would help to support the ongoing management of the Natura 2000 network.
Amendment to the ESF regulation

Scope of assistance

New 3.2 (b-iii)  “on-site training and capacity building in the environment and biodiversity sector.”
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