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The Partnership Principle and Cohesion policy

The Partnership Principle refers to the inclusion of non-governmental organisations (NGOs), regional, local and other authorities and partners in the delivery of the EU funds.  Research has shown that the participation of civil society partners improves project quality, curbs potential corruption cases, brings tangible social and environmental benefits to communities.  

Therefore, the coalition environmental NGOs welcomes:

· the extended role of the Partnership, covering the preparation and monitoring of national strategic reference frameworks as well as the preparation, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of the operational programmes, and
· explicit mention of environmental partners, NGOs and other civil society representatives.

Nevertheless, Environmental NGOs may be excluded depending on the situation in each Member State.  We believe that our involvement complements that of environmental authorities.  We are able to take a more independent stance to ensure that EU Funds avoid damaging the environment and contribute to the achievement of EU’s environmental objectives. 

	Environmental NGOs’ top 3 recommendations:

The draft General Regulation needs to be amended in three key areas, in order to ensure that Environmental NGOs are systematically included in Structural Fund Partnerships: 

1. Environmental NGOs must be recognised as equal partners with their social and economic colleagues, following the logic that sustainable development comprises social, economic and environmental pillars.

2.  They must be enabled to participate fully through training, capacity building and coverage of direct costs through use of Technical Assistance funds.

3. The European Commission should elaborate guidelines for partnership implementation in member states and monitor the realisation of partnerships in programming, implementation and monitoring of the EU funds.




Suggested amendments to the draft general regulation for Structural Funds and Cohesion Fund for 2007-2013

Partnership

10.1 (a)  “the competent regional, local, urban and [delete: other] environmental [delete: public] authorities;

10.1 (b)  the economic, social and environmental partners;

10.1 (c)  any other appropriate [delete: body representing civil society, environmental partners] non-governmental organisations, community groups and bodies responsible for promoting equality between men and women.

(second paragraph) Each Member State shall designate the most representative partners at national, regional and local level and in the economic, social, and environmental or other spheres, ensuring the transparent and democratic selection of civil society representatives, hereinafter “partners”….”

10.2 paragraph 2  “…Member States shall involve each of the appropriate partners, and particularly the regions, in the various programming stages, ensuring equal voting rights and access to information, within the time limit set for each stage.”

New paragraph 3 “Member States shall assist the involvement of non-governmental organisations and community groups through provision of training and capacity building, and the reimbursement of direct costs of participation.”

10.3  “Each year the Commission shall consult the organisations representing the social partners and environmental partners at European level on assistance from the Funds.”

Technical assistance: at the initiative of the Commission

New 43.1 d  “measures supporting the involvement of non-governmental organisations and community groups through provision of training and capacity building, and the reimbursement of direct costs of participation.”
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