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Strategic Environmental Assessment and Cohesion Policy 

The coalition of environmental NGOs believes that Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is a powerful tool for minimising the risk of environmentally damaging projects.  The Directive, which came into force in July 2004, will apply to Structural Fund programmes for 2007-2013.  Therefore, we welcome in the draft General Regulation:

· the confirmation that the evaluation of the strategic guidelines, national strategic reference frameworks and operational programmes must incorporate the requirements of SEA and Environmental Impact Assessment legislation.

· the Commission’s intention to establish evaluation methods and standards – these should include an equitable balance of environmental, social and economic targets and indicators.

Nevertheless, in September 2004 only nine out of the twenty-five Member States have actually transposed the SEA Directive.  Moreover, most Member States will already be planning for the next programming period – without any strategic input on the potential environmental impacts or serious consideration of more environmentally sustainable development alternatives.

	Environmental NGOs’ top 3 recommendations:

There are three key areas where the draft regulations need to be amended, in order to ensure that environmental assessment is involved early enough in the planning and preparation of Structural Fund programmes:

1. SEA must take place at the same time as the ex-ante evaluation of the proposed regional strategies for the Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund.

2. As a minimum requirement, the ex-ante evaluation must include an analysis of the environmental situation, in line with Article 41.2 (b) in the current regulation 1260/1999/EC.

3. Member States’ National Strategic Reference Frameworks and Operational Programmes must show how the results of the SEA (and the environmental ex-ante) have been taken into account in the selection of investment priorities.

In addition, the requirements of the SEA Directive must be interpreted in such a way that Environmental NGOs and Civil Society have early and effective involvement in the Consultation process.




Strategic Environmental Assessment

EU environmental NGOs suggested amendments to the draft regulations for the Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund:

1.  Strategic Environmental Assessment must take place at the same time as the ex-ante evaluation of the proposed regional strategies for the Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund.

Proposed amendment to the General Regulation:
New 46.4  “Member States shall carry out strategic environmental assessments of their national strategic reference documents and operational programmes in conjunction with the ex-ante evaluation, to assess the environmental impacts of proposed interventions and to amend plans and programmes accordingly.”

2.  As a minimum requirement, the ex-ante evaluation must included an analysis of the environmental situation, in line with Article 41.2 (b) in the current regulation 1260/1999/EC.

Proposed amendments to the General Regulation:

Evaluation: responsibility of the Member State
46.2  “Member States shall carry out an ex-ante evaluation for the national strategic reference framework to assess the impact of the intervention proposed and the coherence with the Community strategic guidelines, Community legislation and the national and regional priorities chosen.”

46.3  “Member States shall carry out an ex-ante evaluation for each operational programme under the “Convergence” objective and this should be undertaken in accordance with Community legislation.”

Second paragraph  “Ex-ante evaluation shall aim to optimise the allocation of budgetary resources under operational programmes and improve programming quality. It shall identify and appraise medium- and long-term needs, the environmental situation, the goals to be achieved, the results expected, the quantified targets, the coherence, if necessary, of the strategy proposed for the region, the Community value-added, the extent to which the Community’s priorities have been taken into account, the lessons drawn from previous programming and the quality of the procedures for implementation, monitoring, evaluation and financial management.”

3.  Member States’ National Strategic Reference Frameworks and Operational Programmes must show how the results of the SEA (and the environmental ex-ante) have been taken into account in the selection of investment priorities.
Amendment to the General Regulation

Preparation and adoption

New 26.3 (b) “the Strategic environmental assessment of the national strategic reference framework and measures to ensure compliance with Community environmental laws.”

Proposed amendment to the ERDF regulation

Operational programmes: content

12.2  a justification of the priorities chosen in the light of the strategic guidelines of the Community and the resulting priorities for the operational programme, as well as the expected impacts as emerging from the ex ante evaluation and strategic environmental assessment referred to in Articles 33 and 45 [and proposed new Article 46.4] of Regulation (EC) No
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