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The Water Framework Directive and Cohesion Policy

The Water Framework Directive (WFD), adopted in 2000, sets pan-European environmental standards to ensure that water supplies are secured for the future, and that wetland habitats are protected and restored for the wildlife that depends on them.

The coalition of environmental NGOs therefore welcomes the regulatory proposals’:

· emphasis on environment and risk prevention in the European Regional Development Regulation, including the prevention of flood risk, and

· inclusion of water management measures for the protection and management of “river basins, riverbeds, coastal zones, marine resources, water services and wetlands” under the ERDF European territorial co-operation objective.

However, the regulations make no explicit reference to the WFD.  Without this clear statement of intent, we fear that Member States will lack the incentive to use the Structural Funds to help implement the Directive.  Similarly, there are “hidden” threats to fulfilling WFD objectives, such as, the linking of “existing local inland waterways” to the navigation network as part of the Trans-European Network for Transport.

Environmental NGOs’ top 2 recommendations:

There are two key areas where the regulations must be strengthened to ensure that Cohesion policy supports the implementation of the Water Framework Directive:

1. Implementation of the WFD must be recognised as a financing priority in the draft regulations, with particular reference in the Community Strategic Guidelines, national programmes and the measures proposed under the ERDF and Cohesion Fund.

2. Any new water transport and water management or risk prevention measures must be compatible with the WFD before their development can be promoted or encouraged. 



EU environmental NGOs suggested amendments to the General Regulation for the Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund:

1. Implementation of the WFD must be recognised as a financing priority in the draft regulations, with particular reference in the Community Strategic Guidelines, national programmes and the measures proposed under the ERDF and Cohesion Fund.

Community Strategic Guidelines: content

New paragraph 4: “These guidelines are established taking into account the requirement for Member States to show how they intend to finance the needs of the environment, including relevant aspects of Natura 2000, the Water Framework Directive and the achievement of Kyoto targets from the Structural Funds, the European Agriculture Fund for Rural Development, the European Fund for Fisheries or from own resources.” 

New 25.3 (b) “Natura 2000, Water Framework Directive and Kyoto priorities, with respect to actions envisaged under the European Agriculture Fund for Rural Development, the European Fund for Fisheries or financed from own resources.” 

ERDF Purpose

2  In so doing, the ERDF shall give effect to the priorities of the Community, and in particular the need to strengthen competitiveness and innovation, to create sustainable jobs, and to [delete: promote] achieve ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS THROUGH the IMPLEMENTATION OF EU environmental legislation, including the Water Framework Directive and the proper management of the Natura 2000 network.

5.2 (d)  developing plans and measures to prevent and cope with natural and technological risks, including the mitigation and adaptation to climate change and reducing the risk of floods through implementation of the Water Framework Directive. 
Under territorial cooperation

6.2 (a)  water management, with a clear trans-national dimension, including protection and management of river basins, coastal zones, marine resources, water [delete: services] quality and resources and wetlands as clearly set out in the WFD

2. Any new water transport and water management or risk prevention measures must be compatible with the WFD before their development can be promoted or encouraged.

ERDF

4.3  Environment, including investments connected with waste management, water [delete: supplies] management and quality fully in line with the WFD , urban waste-water treatment and air quality,  integrated pollution prevention and control, remediation and rehabilitation of contaminated [delete: sites and] land, promotion of Natura 2000, improvements to biodiversity and nature protection, sustainable use of natural resources, aid to SMEs to promote sustainable production patterns through the introduction of [delete: cost effective] environmental management systems and the adoption and use of pollution-prevention technologies
Cohesion Fund: Scope of assistance

2.3  “areas that can be developed on a sustainable basis and clearly present environmental benefits, namely energy efficiency and renewable energy and, in the transport sector outside the trans-European networks, rail, river and sea transport in compliance with the Water Framework Directive, intermodal transport systems and their interoperability, management of road [DELETE AND AIR] traffic, clean urban transport and public transport.”

2.3. ADD: Water transport measures have to be in line with the WFD. A clear priority should be given to WFD implementation measures as part of national development plans. Any new water infrastructures must be WFD compatible before their development can be promoted. 
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