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The waste sector and Cohesion policy

Due to current consumption and production patterns, the total volume of waste we produce is growing in almost all of the European countries.  In new Member States, in particular, waste management infrastructure is underdeveloped and poses serious threats to the environment.  The Coalition of environmental NGOs believes that the EU funds must identify and invest in waste management measures, especially:

· waste minimisation measures, such as,  prevention, reduction at source, re-use of product, quality improvements and recycling

The Reduce-Reuse-Recycle approach to waste is more environmental friendly as well as delivering better economies of scale; it is cheaper and provides more jobs in comparison with landfill and incineration, the least favourable end-of-pipe solutions.  

	Environmental NGOs’ top 3 recommendations:

There are three key areas where the draft regulations should be amended to take into account the need to invest in environmentally sustainable waste minimisation:

1. EU funds should give priority to projects addressing the whole life-cycle of waste management rather than end-of-pipe solutions such as landfill and incineration.  Ambitious targets regarding waste prevention and recycling should be promoted throughout the new Cohesion Policy regulations.

2. The Commission should assess the National Strategic Reference Frameworks and Operational Programmes against waste management priorities and implementation of the Waste Directives.

3. Large-scale landfill and incineration projects must be subjected an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) before receiving any support from the EU funds.  The European Commission should be satisfied that the quality, scope and timing of the EIA meets the requirements of the Directive.



Suggested amendments to the draft new regulations: 

General regulation, Preamble: 

55  “The obligations on the Member States as regards management and control systems, the certification of expenditure, and the prevention, detection and correction of irregularities and infringements of Community law should be specified to guarantee the efficient and correct implementation of operational programmes. In particular, concerning management and control, and strategic environmental assessment and environmental impact assessment, it is necessary to establish the modalities by which Member States give the assurance that the systems are in place and function satisfactorily.”

59  “In addition to the suspension of payments where shortcomings are detected in the management and control systems, there should be measures allowing the authorising officer by delegation to suspend payments where there are doubts about the sound operation of these systems or indications of breaching environmental legislation or for the Commission to make a deduction from payments if the Member State concerned has not implemented all remaining measures in a corrective plan of action.”

Preparation and adoption
New 26.3 (b) “the Strategic environmental assessment of the national strategic reference framework and measures to ensure compliance with Community environmental laws.”

Interruption, withholding and suspension of payments: suspension

New 91.1 (c)  “where serious concern is raised that expenditure is linked to the damage, destruction, deterioration or loss to environmental assets.

New 91.1 (d) where environmental law is breached or the implementation of the environmental acquis is hindered or delayed.”

Cohesion Fund regulation

1.2  The Fund shall contribute to the financing of programmes, which support the objectives set out in the Treaty, the European Sustainable Strategy and achieve environmental improvements through the implementation of EU environmental legislation, including the Water Framework Directive and the proper management of the Natura 2000 network.”

_1144672371.doc
[image: image1.png]






