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The new Cohesion Fund and Cohesion Policy

As in the last programming period, the Cohesion Fund will be targeted at countries with less than 90% EU average GDP.  Its purpose is to help Member to comply with the environmental acquis and to invest into transport infrastructure. The proposals for the new Cohesion Fund for 2007-2013 contain a third objective, investment in measures leading to sustainable development in the fields of energy and transport.  Environmental NGOs welcome these new proposals, especially the:

· investment in energy efficiency and renewable energy

· investment in alternative modes of transport, such as rail, urban public transport and inter-modal transport links. 

· omission of a minimum threshold for projects funded under the Cohesion Fund

However, there are potential problems involved with this new design of the Cohesion Fund.  For instance, there is no assurance that resources will be split equally between the three priorities. Furthermore, actions supported under the different objectives must complement each other. 

We would emphasise that the Cohesion Fund supports the implementation of the environmental acquis – including the Birds, Habitats and Water Framework Directives.  We would also like to see the encouragement of smaller, locally adapted projects in support of such measures. 

Environmental NGOs top 3 priorities

There are three key areas where the draft Cohesion Fund regulation needs to be strengthened:

1. Member States will need to make sure that the financial allocation through the Cohesion Fund reflects all three priorities of the Fund equally. 

2.  The Community Strategic Guidelines must emphasise on the potential to use Cohesion Fund to implement the environmental acquis, including investment in Natura 2000 network and measures to implement the Water Framework Directive.

3.  Member States should be encouraged to use the Cohesion Fund for smaller projects too, in order to ensure that it is better embedded in the local realities and needs. 
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