[image: image1.jpg]Friends of
the Earth
Europe



   
[image: image2.wmf] 

   [image: image3.jpg]Bil%L\ife

INTERNATIONAL



   [image: image4.jpg]bankwatch
network




   [image: image5.png]MILIEU ORI TAKT
A OOST-EUROPA



   [image: image6.jpg]



Cohesion Policy Regulations 
Reports by  Hatzidakis, Andria and Fava

Recommendations by the Coalition for Sustainable EU Funds

www.coalition-on-eufunds.org
Plenary vote – Wednesday 6 July 

The NGO Coalition for Sustainable EU Funds – WWF, BirdLife International, Friends of the Earth Europe, CEE Bankwatch, Milieukontakt Oost-Europa and CEEWEB – believes that this reform of the Cohesion Policy must ensure that the Structural and Cohesion Funds help to deliver the EU’s sustainable development agenda.

Plenary vote on reports from the Regional Development Committee
NGOs welcome the reports by Messrs Hatzidakis, Andria and Fava, as adopted by the Regional Development Committee.  These reports significantly improve the Structural and Cohesion Funds in terms of the delivery of the EU’s sustainable development objectives. If adopted at plenary, many of the proposals in these reports would create ‘win, win’ opportunities for local communities and the environment.
General Regulation - report by Mr. Hatzidakis

The General Regulation establishes the general framework for the use of the Structural and Cohesion Funds.  NGOs welcome the Committee’s support for the ‘partnership principle’, the clear linking of funds to the EU’s sustainable development strategy and the reference to Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) for national strategies and operational programmes.

	Please support: paragraphs 9, 20, 30, 31, 32, 36, 46

Please support plenary amendments: 10 (protect & improve environment); 
11 (suspend payments when env. law breached); 59 (partnership); 61 (volunteers' time).


European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) Regulation - report by Mr. Fava

The proposed ERDF should play a vital role in supporting the sustainable development of regions, particularly those lagging behind.  NGOs welcome the Committee’s report, particularly as regards support for the implementation of the EU’s environmental legislation, for environmental technologies and for energy efficiency.   

	Please support : amendments 5, 6, 13, 14, 18, 21, 32, 34, 57, 59, 60, 61, 65, 68, 72, 77, 82 (and 111), 83, 86, 91, 92, 93, 117, 119 and 121 
Please reject: amendments: 
36 (dilutes the more comprehensive approach to improving quality, modal split, & reducing environmental impacts of existing transport networks);   
73 (promotes ‘motorways of the sea’, fails to decouple transport from economic growth, will not reduce traffic congestion or air pollution); and 
115 (support for TEN-Ts should not be made a primary object of the ERDF, which is a fund for the regions. TEN-Ts are already primary objects of the Cohesion Fund and a specific TEN-T budget line.)


Cohesion Fund Regulation - report by Mr. Andria
The Cohesion Fund contributes financially to interventions in the field of the environment and the trans-European networks. Following the Union's enlargement on May 1st 2004, the Cohesion Fund applies to the 10 new Member States until the end of 2006, as well as to the three Member States eligible at the end of the 2000-2006 period (Greece, Portugal and Spain).  

NGOs welcome the Committee’s proposals to ensure an equal split between interventions in transport and environment, to suspend payments in cases of infringements of environmental law and to offer premiums for achievements in the area of sustainable development.

	Please support: paragraphs v, xiv, xx, xxi, xxii, xxiii, xxiv, xxv, xxvi, xxvii
Please reject: paragraphs xv and xvi (which promote transport growth in coastal shipping and sea links irrespective of the need to decouple transport from economic growth)

Please support plenary amendments:  
8 (equal split between transport and environment); 9 (env. legislation & small local projects); 
10 (land purchase flexibility for Natura 2000 projects); and 11 (SEA & transport modal shift). 



Background briefing:
NGOs welcome the European Commission’s regulatory proposals for European Cohesion Policy, in particular the:

· emphasis on the EU’s Sustainable Development Strategy

· strengthened Partnership Principle involving environmental and non-governmental partners

· inclusion of environmental protection and improvement measures under the European Regional Development Fund, and

· introduction of a third priority for sustainable transport and energy under the Cohesion Fund and elimination of a minimum project size requirement

However, the proposals must be improved to ensure that the protection and improvement of the environment – and all associated benefits in terms of employment, tourism, leisure, health and education - is placed at the heart of the Cohesion Policy.    NGOs have the following four priority recommendations to MEPs:

	1. The Commission must be able to suspend payments where environmental law is breached or where serious concern is raised about the environmental impacts of a project.

2. Member States must show how they intend to finance the needs of the environment, in particular, supporting the Natura 2000 network, implementing the Water Framework Directive and achieving Kyoto targets, as a condition for the Commission’s approval of national strategic reference frameworks and operational programmes for structural funding.

3. Environmental NGOs must be recognised as equal partners to their social and economic colleagues, and enabled to participate fully through training, capacity building and coverage of direct costs.

4. The Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund must be evaluated for their contribution to the EU Sustainable Development Strategy, and positive actions must be acknowledged and rewarded through the Community Performance Reserve.




For further information, please contact:

Rachel Lee, BirdLife International Task Force coordinator: Rachel.Lee@rspb.org.uk or +44 1767 680551;

Victoria Phillips, RSPB: Victoria.Phillips@rspb.org.uk ,  +44 7803 151132; 

Stefanie Lang, WWF: slang@wwfepo.org, +32 2 7438800; 

Martin Konečný, FoEE/Bankwatch EU Funds Project Coordinator: Martin.Konecny@foeeurope.org, +32 2 5420185.
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